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ON OCTOBER 18 1979 ATTENDED AN ALLDAY MEETING ON PCBSPCB HELD BY THE

SEATTLE OFFICE OF THE EPA MORE THAN 100 REPRESENTATIVESREPRESENTATIVE OF PUBLIC AND

PRIVATE UTILITIESUTILITIE LOCATED IN REGION 10 ATTENDED THISTHI SEMINAR

JIM EVERTSEVERT OF THE LOCAL EPA OFFICE OPENED THE MEETING BY EXPLAINING
THAT THE EPA HAD HAD NUMEROUSNUMEROU REQUESTSREQUEST FOR EXPLANATION OF THE EPA

REGULATIONSREGULATION GOVERNING THE HANDLING TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL OF

PCBS THISTHI SEMINAR WAS ORGANIZED IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST FROM THE

BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT MR EVERTSEVERT EMPHASIZED THAT

EVERYONE WAS WELCOME TO ASK QUESTIONSQUESTION AT ANY TIME DURING THE MEETING

THE FIRST SPEAKER WAS HAL SNYDER OF THE WASHINGTON DC OFFICE OF EPA

HE DESCRIBED THEBACKGROUND HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF PCB REGULATION

BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HE EXPLAINED THAT PCBSPCB HAVE SEVERAL PRO
PERTIESPERTIE THAT MAKE THEM COMNERCIALLY ATTRACTIVE INCLUDING HIGH DEGREE

OF CHEMICAL STABILITY LOW SOLUBILITY IN WATER LOW VAPOR PRESSURE LOW

FLAMMABILITY HIGH HEAT CAPACITY AND LOW ELECTRICAL CONDUCTIVITY THE

PRIMARY USE OF PCBSPCB HAS BEEN IN CLOSED OR SEMICLOSED SYSTEMSSYSTEM IN

ELECTRICAL TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER CAPACITORSCAPACITOR HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEMSSYSTEM AND HYDRAULIC

SYSTEMS PCBSPCB ALSO HAVE BEEN USED IN PAINTSPAINT ADHESIVESADHESIVE CAULKING COM
POUNDSPOUND PLASTICIZERSPLASTICIZER INKSINK LUBRICANTSLUBRICANT CARBONLESSCARBONLES COPY PAPER SEALANTSSEALANT

COATINGSCOATING AND DUST CONTROL AGENTS

UNFORTUNATELY SOME OF THE SAME CHARACTERISTICSCHARACTERISTIC THAT MAKE PCESPCE SO USEFUL

IN INDUSTRY SUCH AS GREAT CHEMICAL STABILITY INCREASE THE HAZARDSHAZARD WHEN

THESE TOXIC CHEMICAL COMPOUNDSCOMPOUND ARE RELEASED INTO THE ENVIRONMENT BECAUSE

THEY DO NOT BIODEGRADE THEY ACCUMULATE IN ORGANISMSORGANISM THROUGHOUT THE

ENVIRONMENT THISTHI IS PARTICULARLY DANGEROUSDANGEROU IN THE FOOD CHAIN HUMAN

EXPOSURE TO PCBSPCB CAN OCCUR THROUGH OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE EATING CON
TAMINATED FOOD EXPOSURE TO CONTAMINATED SOIL OR WATER AND TRANSMISSION

FROM MOTHER TO CHILD BY BREAST FEEDING HEALTH PROBLEMSPROBLEM KNOWN TO BE

CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO PCESPCE INCLUDE SKIN LESIONSLESION GASTRIC DISORDERSDISORDER

REPRODUCTIVE FAILURESFAILURE JAUNDICE IMPOTENCE THROAT AND RESPIRATORY

IRRITATIONSIRRITATION AND SEVERE HEADACHES PCB EXPOSURE HAS CAUSED CANCEROUSCANCEROU

TUMORSTUMOR IN LABORATORY ANIMALS
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IN THE EARLY 1970S1970 MONSANTO COMPANY THE PRINCIPAL MANUFACTURER OF

PCDSPCD IN THE UNITED STATESSTATE VOLUNTARILY RESTRICTED THE USE OF PBS TO

TOTALLY ENCLOSED USESUSE SUCH AS TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER AND CAPACITORS IN 1977

MONSANTO VOLUNTARILY TERMINATED PRODUCTION OF PCBSPCB BECAUSE OF WIDE

SPREAD CONCERN ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THESE COMPOUNDS

UNFORTUNATELY FOREIGN FIRMSFIRM DID NOT RESTRICT THEIR PRODUCTION OR USE

OF PCBS

THE TOXIC SUBSTANCESSUBSTANCE CONTROL ACT WAS PASSED IN OCTOBER 1976 IN

RESPONSE TO CONCERN OVER WIDESPREAD CONTAMINATION OF UNITED STATESSTATE
SURFACE WATERSWATER SUCH AS THE RUDSON RIVER THE ACT WAS DESIGNED TO HELP
PREVENT OTHER SITUATIONSSITUATION SUCH AS THAT WITH PCBSPCB WHERE SEEMINGLY

BENIGN USEFUL CHEMICAL COMPOUND BECOMESBECOME AN ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARD PCBSPCB
ARE THE ONLY CHEMICAL COMPOUND NAMED SPECIFICALLY IN THE ACT THE ACT

REGULATESREGULATE THE MANUFACTURE USE DISPOSAL AND TRANSPORTATION OF PCBS
IN FEBRUARY 1978 EPA PROMULGATED THE FINAL IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONSREGULATION
ON THE MARKING AND DISPOSAL OF PCBS EPA REGULATIONSREGULATION ISSUED NAY 31
1979 ESTABLISHED BANSBAN OR LIMITSLIMIT ON MANUFACTURING PROCESSING MARKING
AND HANDLING OF PCBS THE REGULATIONSREGULATION ON DISPOSAL WERE EXPANDED AT

THAT TIME

THE NEXT SPEAKER WAS JIM WILLMANN OF THE SEATTLE EPA OFFICE BE DESCRIBED
THE PROCEDURESPROCEDURE THAT WERE FOLLOWED TO CLEAN UP 265 GALLONSGALLON OF PCBSPCB THAT

WERE SPILLED WHEN 75KVA TRANSFORMER FELL INTO THE DUWAMISH RIVER IN

1974 THE TRANSFORMER WAS OWNED BY THE UNITED STATESSTATE GOVERNMENT AND

BOTH EPA AND THE CORPSCORP OF ENGINEERSENGINEER PARTICIPATED IN THE CLEANUP OPERATION
WHICH TOOK TWO YEARSYEAR AND COST 34 MILLION DOLLARSDOLLAR TO REMOVE APPROXIMATELY
90 TO 95 OF THE SPILLED PCBSPCB FROM THE RIVER RECENT SEPTEMBER 28
1979 EPA REGULATIONSREGULATION IMPLEMENTING THE CLEAN WATER ACT REQUIRE THAT

SPILLSSPILL OF 10 OR MORE POUNDSPOUND OF PCBSPCB INTO ANY UNITED STA SURFACE WATERSWATER
BE REPORTED TO FEDERAL AUTHORITIESAUTHORITIE AND CLEANED UP IMMEDIATELY BY THE

PERPETRATOR PENALTIESPENALTIE OF UP TO 250000 CAN BE IMPOSED ON THE PER
PETRATOR DEPENDING ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES

MIKE WILLIAMSWILLIAM OF THE FDA WAS THE NEXT SPEAKER HE DESCRIBED THE RECENT

WELLPUBLICIZED CASE OF PCB CONTAMINATION OF ANIMAL FEED DESCRIBING
THE PROCESSPROCES BY WHICH THE FDA TRACED THE SOURCE OF CONTAMINATION FROM

CHICKEN FARM IN FRANKLIN IDAHO BACK TO MEAT PACKING PLANT IN

BILLINGSBILLING MONTANA IT WAS VERY TIMECONSUMING AND EXPENSIVE OPERATION

JUST TO DETERMINE THE SOURCE OF THE PCB CONTAMINATION AS THERE WERE

MANY POSSIBLE SOURCESSOURCE ON OR NEAR THE CHICKEN FARM SUCH AS AN OILED

COUNTY ROAD NINE WATER WELLSWELL PUBLIC DUMP PLASTIC MANUFACTURING

PLANT AND TRANSFORMER RECONDITIONING SITE SAMPLESSAMPLE WERE TAKEN OF

CHICKEN FEED AND ONE BATCH OF FEED ORIGINATING AT THE PIERCE PACKING

COMPANY IN BILLINGSBILLING MONTANA SHOWED FROM 15 TO 2000 PPM OF PCBS THE

SOURCE OF CONTAMINATION AT THE PACKING COMPANY WAS FOUND TO BE LEAKING

200 GALLON TRANSFORMER IN STORAGE CONTAMINATED PRODUCTSPRODUCT FROM THAT

PACKING PLANT WERE TRACED TO 15 STATESSTATE AND THREE FOREIGN COUNTRIES

MILLIONSMILLION OF DOLLARSDOLLAR WORTH OF ANIMALSANIMAL POULTRY EGGSEGG AND ANIMAL FEED HAD

TO BE DESTROYED SOME CONTAMINATED EGGSEGG WERE CONSUMED BEFORE THE PRO
BLEM WAS IDENTIFIED BUT MR WILLIAMSWILLIAM EMPHASIZED THAT THESE DID NOT HAVE

HIGH ENOUGH LEVELSLEVEL OF PCESPCE TO CONSTITUTE AN IMMEDIATE HEALTH HAZARD
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JIM SANDERSSANDER OF THE BENTON COUNTY PUD SPOKE NEXT EXPRESSING THE VIEW
POINT OF THE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICTSDISTRICT ON THE EPA REGULATIONSREGULATION FOR PCBS
HE HAD NUMBER OF SPECIFIC QUESTIONSQUESTION ABOUT THE REGULATIONSREGULATION THAT WERE
ANSWERED BY HAL SNYDER OF THE WASHINGTON DC EPA OFFICE

AFTER THE LUNCH BREAK HAL SNYDER REVIEWED THE PCB REGULATIONSREGULATION IN DETAIL
HE ALSO DISCUSSED THE LACK OF GOVERNMENT APPROVED INCINERATORSINCINERATOR FOR DIS
POSAL OF PCB TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER ALL LIQUIDSLIQUID CONTAINING MORE THAN 500 PPM OF

PCBSPCB AND AFTER JANUARY 1980 LARGE CAPACITORSCAPACITOR OVER THREE POUNDSPOUND IN

WEIGHT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE EXTREMELY HIGH EFFICIENCY INCINERATORSINCINERATOR
BY PRIVATE COMPANIESCOMPANIE HAS BEEN VERY SLOW DUE TO SEVERAL FACTORSFACTOR INCLUDING

OPPOSITION FROM LOCAL COMMUNITIESCOMMUNITIE AND GOVERNMENTSGOVERNMENT TO THE PRESENCE OF

THESE EXPERIMENTAL OPERATIONSOPERATION IN THEIR AREAS

MR SNYDER EMPHASIZED THAT THE PRESENT REGULATIONSREGULATION AUTHORIZE THE USE OF

TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER CONTAINING PCBSPCB AS LONG AS THEY DO NOT LEAK HOWEVER
SERVICING OF THESE TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER IS AUTHORIZED UNTIL JULY 1984 ONLY
EPA WILL CONSIDER THE NECESSITY OF EXTENDING THE AUTHORIZED PERIOD PRIOR
TO THE 1984 TERMINATION DATE

THE NEXT SPEAKER WAS ROGERSROGER FUENTESFUENTE OF THE SEATTLE EPA OFFICE HE DIS
CUSSED THE DISPOSAL REGULATIONSREGULATION FOR PCBSPCB AND ANSWERED SOME QUESTIONSQUESTION
FROM THE AUDIENCE ON THOSE REGULATIONS

CHARLESCHARLE RICE OF THE SEATTLE EPA OFFICE SPOKE NEXT DESCRIBING THE PRO
CEDURESCEDURE THAT ARE FOLLOWED WHEN EPA INSPECTSINSPECT UTILITYSUTILITY PCB STORAGE
FACILITIES AN EPA INSPECTOR MIGHT CHECK FOR PROPER LABELING CORRECT

STORAGE FACILITIESFACILITIE LEAKSLEAK GENERAL HOUSEKEEPING PRACTICESPRACTICE AND GOOD

RECORDKEEPING THE INSPECTOR MAY TAKE SAMPLESSAMPLE OF LIQUIDSLIQUID IN STORAGE

TO TEST THE PCB CONTENT THE OWNER MAY ASK FOR DUPLICATE SAMPLES

THE SEMINAR CONCLUDED WITH LENGTHY QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION LED BY

HAL SNYDER REPRESENTATIVESREPRESENTATIVE FROM PUBLIC AND PRIVATE UTILITIESUTILITIE IN REGION
10 HAD MANY QUESTIONSQUESTION ABOUT THE MEANING AND APPLICATION OF THE REGULATIONS
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